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from this circumstance that it now derives its chief interest. The funda- 
mental postulate of education is the plasticity of the pupil. Pedagogy is 
based upon ethics and psychology. Ethics points out the aim or goal of 
education ; psychology the means and methods. One of Herbart's most 
important services to education was the impetus which he gave to empirical 
and experimental psychology. In his treatment of the applications of psy- 
chology to teaching, he opened up a new field of investigation ; and by sub- 
stituting a concrete view of mind for an abstract one, he furnished a means 
which has enabled later writers to deal with questions of method more 
effectively than he did himself. 

The treatment of the ethical aspect of the problem is not quite so satis- 
factory as is that of the psychological. Herbart steers a middle course be- 
tween fatalism and ' pure caprice of will,' or liberty of indifference, with 
the result that he seems to be theoretically a libertarian, and practically a 
determinist. While he rejects determinism in words, he reasons as if he 
accepted it in practice. This position, however, is not necessarily incon- 
sistent. It is closely related to the view of Kant. And Kant's theory of 
two wills — the pure will free, the empirical will determined — with but slight 
modifications, corresponds with the facts of experience, as we conceive 
them. The self is an organism, something over and above the mere psy- 
chological elements that enter into its constitution. This self is free ; but 
each element of which it is composed, when considered by itself, seems to 
be determined. Herbart erred in regarding ethics as pointing out the goal 
of education ; consequently his conclusion, that virtue or character "ex- 
presses the whole purpose of education," requires restatement. The an- 
notator professes to correct this error by interpreting ethics in a wide sense, 
or conceiving of it " in a broad way." It is true that, owing to the devel- 
opment of the principle of democracy in the last century, and the political 
and economic rise of the masses, ethical philosophy has advanced from a 
narrow individualistic, to a broad social view. Nevertheless it is sociology, 
or philosophy of history, which must be regarded chiefly as determining the 
goal of education. 

Except to the historian, Herbart's Outlines has outlived its usefulness. 
And the work of the annotator, although done on the whole with care and 
judgment, can scarcely succeed, at the present day, in galvanizing it into 
life. 

W. B. Elkin. 
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